In this special section, we focus on individual terrorism in Europe. The first study introduces the TRAP-18 (Terrorist Radicalization Assessment Protocol), a method to help determine which cases of concern need to be monitored, and which need to be actively risk managed. As the authors of this article, we hope that it will stimulate other research on the TRAP-18, which may eventually become a reliable and valid structured professional judgment instrument to help threat assessors manage such difficult cases.
Group studies, although the centerpiece of behavioral science investigation, often do not breathe life into the individuals being studied; hence we offer three cases which follow: first, an in-depth analysis of the only successful and lethal jihadist attack in Germany in which two soldiers were shot and killed at the Frankfurt airport; second, an analysis of the warning behaviors of Anders Brievik, the Norwegian mass murderer who killed 77 individuals, most of them adolescents, in July 2011; and third, a historical study of the assassination of Empress Elisabeth of Austria in 1898, in which we see a mixture of depression, anger, and grandiosity framed by ideology-in this case, anarchism-leading to a lone actor attack. The remarkable stability of terrorist dynamics over the past century are evident in this assassination of a beloved European figure.
The section finishes with commentary by two of the world's leading thinkers and researchers concerning terrorism, Paul Gill at University College London, and Randy Borum at the University of South Florida. They offer a trenchant perspective on the threat from international terrorism, the state of the science and its limitations, and the directions forward. We thank all the authors who have contributed to this special section, and hope that threat assessors in both the public and private sectors will find this work both stimulating and useful in their risk management of persons who may be mobilizing for violence.
